Rochdale Borough Culture Network

Small Grants Programme 2019 Guidance Notes

The Small Grants Programme 2019 is the second small grants initiative from Rochdale Borough Culture Network, funded by Link4Life and administered by Cartwheel Arts on behalf of the Network. 
A total pot of £4,000 is available and the maximum grant size is £500.

All grants must be spent by the end of March 2020. 
The deadline for applications is Monday 23rd September at 9am. 
Full instructions are on the application form.  
There will only be one funding round this year.

Applications are welcome from arts organisations, from community organisations and from individual artists, providing the application is for an activity which enhances the cultural life of the borough.

Applications should be for an activity or project, rather than the purchase of items of equipment, for example. So eligible activities could include employing artists at a community event, supporting weekly creative workshops, staging an exhibition, or putting on a concert or dance showcase. Within that you could include artists’ fees, materials, framing costs, PA or venue hire and publicity costs to promote your activity.

An individual artist should not apply for funding to pay a fee to themselves.


We expect to receive more applications for funding than we can support. The panel will make our decisions based on the information you provide in your application. We will be weighing up a number of factors in making the awards. The overall aim is to enhance the cultural life of the borough. We want to fund high quality arts projects but we will also make awards to organisations which maybe do not traditionally engage in the arts and are taking their first steps. We will also take account of where applications come from with the aim of distributing the funds fairly around the borough. We will use our professional judgment to make the difficult choices between the projects seeking funding. 

Please note, we cannot fund any activity that has taken place prior to notification of the grant award being made. 

If some of the money for your project will come from other sources, tell us the total amount and where it will come from.  Please note that additional funding is not required for this programme. Your application should not rely on large amounts of additional funding which you have not yet secured.
Successful applicants will be asked to complete a simple report form within 3 months of completing their activity. 
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